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Indian Ceramics & Ceramics Asia Set New Records

ndian Ceramics & Ceramics Asia, in their 2" edition as a co-located event, set new records by bringing
7110 trade visitors (+16,6 % on previous year) and 283 exhibitors (+15 % on previous year) together
at the Gujarat University Exhibition Centre in Ahmedabad, Gujarat from 1-3 March 2017 on 11 000 m?
exhibition space (+30 % compared to 2016).

Fig. 1 Tian Yanping, Gerhard Gerritzen and
K. G. Kundariya (f. I. t.r.)

Opening reception at the new
“Innovation Exchange” area

The grand opening of Indian Ceramics &
Ceramics Asia saw presence of industry
influencers and dignitaries such as G.G.
Trivedi, President of the Indian Ceramics
Society; K. Muraleedharan, Director of the
Central Glass & Ceramics Research Insti-
tute; Hakimuddin Ali, Chairman of the In-
dian Refractories Makers Association; K. G.
Kundariya, President Vitrified Division of the
Morbi Ceramics Association; Dr Francesco
Pensabene, Trade Commissioner at the Em-
bassy of Italy; Gerhard Gerritzen, Managing
Director of the Messe Miinchen GmbH and
Amen Liao, President of the Unifair Exhib-
ition Service Co. Ltd.

Gerhard Gerritzen stated in his welcome
address: “India is the most rapidly grow-
ing ceramics market in the world. That is
why the decision to hold Indian Ceramics
& Ceramics Asia together — this year for
the second time — was the right decision”.
This event gives visitors and exhibitors an
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opportunity to meet leading companies
from around the world. The Ahmedabad
area is home to branches of industry that
are important to the ceramics industry,
which makes this an excellent location for
this event.

The ceramics industry in Asia has been
prospering for years, something that is also
reflected by the large number of exhibitors
that participate in Indian Ceramics & Cer-
amics Asia.

All notable companies in the ceramics in-
dustry were represented in Ahmedabad. The
amount of exhibition space has increased
considerably compared to the 2016 exhib-
ition. Due to increased demand, visitors who
attended this event could gather information
about the ceramics industry's entire value
chain — from classic to technical ceramics
— from some 270 exhibitors on more than
11 000 m? of exhibition space.
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In addition to the exhibition, the first-rate
supporting program at Indian Ceramics &
Ceramics Asia gave visitors genuine added
value. Events included the Innovation Ex-
change Forum, the cfi — Ceramic Forum Inter-
national — Workshop and two new highlights
that are being held for the first time — the
[-Bart Workshop and the Buyer-Seller Forum.
This combination of trade fair and support-
ing program is unique in India and ensures
that there is an exchange of information
between industry experts, which will con-
tribute to finding suitable solutions for the
given challenges and needs in India.

Networking and educational
programme

Day one saw attendees engaging in the
Innovation Exchange Forum where new-
to-market technologies and solutions are
being showcased. Buyers got the chance

Fig. 2 Chandresh Agarwal/Imerys Ceramics, Karin Scharrer/cfi, Rajesh Nath/MD VDMA India,

Sudipta Saha/H+R Johnsons, and Aniket Gore/Ceramet at the cfi-Workshop 2017 (f. I. t.r.)
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Fig. 3 Renato Lazzarini, LAMBERTI/IT

to interact with participating exhibitors and

enquire about their new offerings.

The cfi-Workshop was started with a panel

debate where experts from the Indian cer-

amic sector outlined the business environ-
ment in India and the progress made in this
industry. Karin Scharrer — Editor-in-Chief,
cfi/Ceramic Forum International, Géller Ver-
lag/DE — has invited Rajesh Nath (VDMA In-
dia), Chandresh Agarwal (Imerys Ceramics/

IN), Sudipta Saha (H&R Johnsons/IN), and

Aniket Gore (Ceramet Group/IN).

After the panel discussion, five technical

papers were presented:

o Super-White Bentonite for Tiles (Riza Bay-
raktar, Esan/TR)

o R&D-Activities for Chemical Specialites
for the Ceramics Industry (Renato Laz-
zarini, LAMBERTI/IT)

e High Quality Materials for Ceramic:
AKPrime — the Reference of Glaze Kaolin
(Hans-Jirgen Hofmann, AKW/DE)
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Fig. 4 Riza Bayraktar, Esan/TR

e Contribution to the Innovation in Indian
Brickyards (Gerardo James lorio/Techno-
filiere/IT)

e Indian Brick Industry — Challenges and
Modern Technologies (Angelos Markou,
SABO/GR).

Interested in exploring newest technologies,

buyers attending from across India partici-

pated in the Buyer-Seller Forum, which is
one of the new attractions of the event.

Over 100 meetings were conducted at the

Buyer-Seller Forum and 40 buyers partici-

pated in the program.

Conclusion

Exhibitors and visitors were extremely satis-
fied with the presentation of technologies
and the accompanying events. Increases
were recorded in all important areas — the
number of visitors, the number of exhibitors
and the total amount of exhibition space,
and companies showcased over 400 brands

Fig. 7 Booth of SABO/GR

Fig. 5 Gerardo James lorio/Technofiliere/IT

of machinery, raw materials, innovative so-
lutions and technologies for the ceramics
industry.

Exhibitors included domestic and inter-
national companies such as efi Cretaprint,
De Boer, Imerys, SABO, SACMI, SITI and
Torrecid as well as Ashapura Minechem
Ltd., Astron Zircon Pvt Ltd, Floorex Ltd., J. L.
Daga Mines & Minerals Pvt Ltd, H&R John-
son., Sol Inks Pvt Ltd. along with leading
companies from China: Jiangmen Shuangyi
Abrasive Co., Ltd. Aokerola Group, Guang-
dong Eding Industrial Co., Ltd. Modena
Technology Limited, Foshan DLT Technology
Co., Ltd. Foshan Henglitai Machinery Co.,
Ltd., and Monte-Bianco Diamond Applica-
tions Co., Ltd.

The next exhibition of Indian Ceramics com-
bined with Ceramics Asia will take place at
the same venue in Ahmedabad in 7-9 March
2018.

www.indian-ceramics.com

Fig. 8 Booth of Imerys Group/FR
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